MONTANA 

1985  BEAR  HUNTING  REGULATIONS 

MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  FISH,  WILDLIFE  &  PARKS 

BEAR  LICENSES 


BLACK  BEAR  — 

Conservation  License  (Prerequisite) . $  2.00 

Resident  Black  Bear . $  8.00 

Nonresident  Black  Bear . $100.00 


A  black  bear  tag  is  included  on  the  Montana  Resident  Sportsman  License 
and  Nonresident  $300.00  Combination  Big  Game,  Bird  and  Fishing  License. 

GRIZZLY  BEAR  —  The  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  is  preparing  a 
Programmatic  Environmental  Impact  Statement  on  grizzly  bear  management 
which  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  in  preliminary  form  July,  1985.  Due  to 
this  and  a  pending  lawsuit  which  is  attempting  to  close  the  season,  the  Fish 
and  Game  Commission  will  not  take  action  on  grizzly  bear  regulations  until 
their  meeting  in  August,  1985. 

LIMIT 

Limit:  One  eithersex  black  bear  per  license  year.  Cub  bears  orfemale  bears 
with  cubs  may  not  be  taken.  Cubs  are  defined  as  young  of  the  year.  The  black 
bear  license  and  tag  must  be  attached  to  the  hide  immediately  upon  kill. 

CLOSED  TO  ALL  BEAR  HUNTING 

All  bear  hunting  is  prohibited  in  certain  areas  of  this  state  as  follows: 

1 .  All  State  Game  Preserves  and  hunting  districts  beginning  with  numbers 
6  and  7. 

2.  Gallatin  Closed  Area:  Fordescription  see  page  8,  current  Legal  Descrip¬ 
tions  of  hunting  district  boundaries. 

CLOTHING  COLOR 

With  the  exception  of  archers  during  special  archery  seasons,  it  shall  be 
unlawful  for  any  person  to  hunt  big  game  animals  or  to  accompany  any 
hunter  as  an  outfitter  or  guide  without  wearing  exterior  garments  above  the 
waist  totaling  not  less  than  four  hundred  (400)  square  inches  of  hunter  or¬ 
ange  material,  visible  at  all  times  while  hunting. 

HUNTING  HOURS 

Authorized  periods  shall  be  one-half  hour  before  sunrise  until  one-half 
hour  after  sunset  each  day  of  the  hunting  season.  Tables  of  sunrise-sunset 
hours  for  the  purposes  of  hunting  have  been  adopted  by  the  Montana  Fish 
and  Game  Commission  and  are  available  at  all  Fish  Wildlife  &  Parks  offices. 

BAITING  AND  USE  OF  DOGS 

It  is  illegal  to  bait  bears  or  to  hunt  bears  with  dogs. 

MANDATORY  BEAR  HEAD  TURN-IN 

If  you  harvest  a  black  bear,  you  must  present  the  head  to  a  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  employee  or  designated  person  for  removal  of  a  pre- 
molar  which  will  be  used  for  aging  the  bear. 
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MONTANA,  1985 

BLACK  BEAR  HUNTING  SEASONS 


If  you  harvest  a  black  bear,  you  must  present  the  head  to  a  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  employee  or  designated  person  for  removal  of  a  pre¬ 
molar  which  will  be  used  for  aging  the  bear. 


HUNTING  DISTRICTS 


SEASON  DATES 


Districts  beginning  with  1  and  2  with  exceptions 
noted  below. 

Exceptions 

1.  Districts  100, 101, 103 

2.  District  284  —  archery  only 

3.  Blackfoot-Clearwater  (District  282) 

4.  Calf  Creek,  Three-Mile,  and  Nevada  Lake 
Wildlife  Mangement  Areas. 


April  15  -  May  31, 1985 
Sept.  7  -  Dec.  1 , 1985 

April  15  -  May  15, 1985 
Sept.  7  -  Dec.  1, 1985 

April  15  -  May  31, 1985 
Sept.  7  -  Dec.  1, 1985 

May  15 -May  31, 1985 
Sept.  7 -Nov.  10, 1985 

May  15 -May  31, 1985 
Sept.  7  -  Dec.  1, 1985 


Districts  beginning  with  3  and  4  with  exceptions  April  15-  Dec.  1, 1985 
noted  below. 

Exceptions 

1.  Sun  River,  Beartooth,  Ear  Mountain,  Black-  May  15  -  Dec.  1, 1985 
leaf,  and  Judith  River  Wildlife  Management  Ar¬ 
eas. 


2.  Districts 300, 301 , 302, 310, 31 1,313, 314, 317,  April  15-June  15, 1985 
320,  322,  323,  324,  325,  326,  327,  328,  330,  333,  Oct.  27 -Dec.  1,  1985 
360,361,362 


3.  District  316 

4.  District  427 


5.  District  428 


Districts  beginning  with  number  5  with  excep¬ 
tions  noted  below. 

Exceptions 

Districts  510,  511, 514,  540,  580,  581, 582 


April  15-June  15, 1985 
Sept.  15  -  Dec.  1, 1985 

April  15  -  closes  when  elk 
quota  in  district  442  is 
reached,  but  no  later  than 
Dec.  1, 1985 

April  15  -  closes  when  elk 
quota  in  district  424  is 
reached,  but  no  laterthan 
Dec.  1, 1985. 

April  15  -  May  31, 1985 
Oct.  27 -Dec.  1, 1985 


April  15  -  June  30, 1985 
Sept.  7  -  Dec.  1 , 1985 
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BLACK  BEAR  ARCHERY  SEASON 

With  the  exceptions  noted,  ail  legally  described  black  bear  hunting  dis¬ 
tricts  are  open  to  archery  hunting  from  September  7,  1985  through  October 
12, 1985  for  black  bear  of  either  sex.  Archery  licenses  are  required  in  districts 
which  are  not  open  to  general  black  bear  season  during  this  period.  Only  long 
bows  and  arrows  (including  compound  bows  but  not  crossbows)  may  be 
used  for  hunting  or  killing  of  black  bear  during  the  special  archery  season. 

EXCEPTION  1:  Hunting  District  316  open  only  during  general  deer/elk  sea¬ 
son  (Sept.  15  -  Dec.  1, 1985) 

EXCEPTION  2:  Bear  hunting  not  authorized  in  Gallatin  closed  area. 
EXCEPTION  3:  All  500  series  hunting  districts  closed  during  special  arch¬ 
ery  season  except  510,  511, 514,  540,  580,  581  and  582. 


Black  or  Grizzly  Bear? 


It  is  not  always  easy  to  distinguish  between  black  and  grizzly  bears. 
Color  and  size  are  not  dependable  criteria,  so  other  features  must  be 
looked  for,  such  as  overall  profile,  shape  of  the  head,  line  of  the  back,  and  claw- 
length.  As  a  hunter,  it  is  your  responsibility  to  make  a  positive  identification.  If 
you  are  not  sure,  don’t  shoot! 

Look  for  a  combination  of  characteristics  to  make  identification 


1 


BLACK  BEAR 

1.  No  prominent  shoulder  hump. 
Highest  point  of  body  is  the  back. 

2.  In  profile,  muzzle  is  straight  and 
long.  Frontally,  head  and  face  appear 
round. 

3.  Claws  dark,  much  shorter  and 
more  curved  than  grizzly  claws. 


GRIZZLY  BEAR 

1.  Highest  point  of  back  is  a 
muscular  hump  over  the  shoulders. 

2.  In  profile,  distinct  brow  gives 
“dished”  look  to  face.  The  brow  is 
not  as  well  defined  in  yearlings. 

3.  Front  claws  are  long,  very  promi¬ 
nent,  and  often  light  colored.  Can 
sometimes  be  observed  from  great 
distances. 


40,000  copies  of  this  public  document  were  published  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  .023c  per  copy,  for  a  total  cost  of  $900.00,  which  includes 
$900.00  for  printing  and  $.00  for  distribution. 


